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beautifully serrated into each other, each spikelet forming an
arch with its convex side undermost, the common receptacle
of the little florets forming the other. Flowers appearing in
parallel nearly straight rows, running from bottom to top, or
in parallel oblique rows running from right to left, or from left
to right round the spike, according to the position from which
they are viewed. Sepals narrowly cuneate, tip truncate, inflexed.
Petals shorter, obovate spatulate. Stamens 6; filaments connate
with the corolla into a stalk; anthers large, subsessile, oblong.
Female spadix simple; spikes terminating the branches of
the spadix; the lower end of the spadix is a smooth stem,
sheathed with several spathes; spikes enveloped -in bracts which
cover all parts of it and rise over the flowers to the number of
8-12; a barren bract encircles the spadix, just below where the
flowers commence to rise from it, and the upper end of the
spadix, extending to a length of 2 or 3 inches beyond the flowers,
is also enveloped by these bracts. Flowers larger than the male
flowers, 1 inch in diameter, globose. Sepals fleshy, reniform,
imbricate; petals smaller, convolute; staminodes 6-9. Ovary
subtrigonous, 3-4-celIed; stigmas sessile, recurved.
Fruit a drupe, when young pretty distinctly trigonous, but
when old, the pulp round the pyrenrs so swells as to give the
fruit the appearance of an almost perfect globe, 6-8 inches in
diameter, seated on the greatly enlarged perianth. Pyrenes 3-1,
obcordate, fibrous outside; endosperm horny, hollow; mesocarp
fleshy and fibrous.
germination.—When the nuts begin to germinate, the space
within the kernel fills up with a cream-coloured substance of
the consistency of cheese.l From this the root of the germ or
young plant protrudes, through that end of the nut wMch was
attached to the spadix, the body or actual stem of the plant
following^ until the two first leaflets are thrown, up with the
1 For the chemical aspect of the process of germination, see: Gatin, C. !*. Contribution
a, I'gtade chimique de la germination du Borassus flabelHformis L- in Boll. Soc. Bot. de
France (1905), 4th series, vol. v., pp. 558-561.
By the same author: Nouvelle contribution a r&tnde chimique de la germination du
IJorassos flabelliformis, L. in Eev. Gen. Bot, Paris, 18 (1906), 481-483.
Also: Rechereh.es anatomiques et chimiqites 001* la germination des palmiers. !Paris,
1906, pp. 307-308.
Transformation diastasique du mannose en glucose au eours de la germination du
Borassus flabelliformis, L. in Bull. Soc. Bot. de France, voL 55 (1908), pp. 383-386.
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